POLYMER PROCESSING AND RELATED OPERATIONS 

Level 2 NVQ
This qualification has been devised by the polymer industry’s own awarding body to meet the requirements of the Sector Skills Council for the industry.  It is tailored to apply nationally accepted standards to specific production operations and to the use of individual types of equipment.  The qualification is thus made highly relevant for both the candidate and the employer.

AIMS OF THE QUALIFICATION
Undertaking this qualification enables participants, who are actively employed in the plastics and polymer processing business, to have their current skills assessed and recognised against accredited national standards and to raise their level of competence at work to meet those standards.
QUALIFICATION CONTENT 

At Level 2 the qualification requires the completion of four mandatory units and three additional units to be chosen from a list of 22 optional topics.  Variations of these selected units will be applied to match the processes and equipment at which the individual participant works.
The Mandatory Units cover the general workplace requirements.  They are:

· Meet safety, health and environmental requirements in the workplace

· Establish and maintain effective working relations

· Contribute to the  efficiency and effectiveness of work

· Contribute to the monitoring and maintenance of product quality

The three additional units required to be completed are to be selected from the following range of 22 options:

· Prepare materials for processing according to instructions

· Accept, verify and store materials required for process operations

· Supply materials required for process operations

· Prepare to start up a machine-based production process

· Start up and maintain a machine-based production process

· Shut down a machine-based production process

· Select and prepare used products for processing

· Prepare to produce products by hand-based operations

· Produce products using hand-based operations

· Finish products

· Inspect products

· Prepare to configure processing equipment

· Configure processing equipment

· Contribute to the provision of ancillary systems

· Carry out simple sampling operations

· Carry out simple testing operations

· Assess data and produce reports

· Contribute to the improvement of routine working practices

· Maintain the condition of process equipment

· Carry out routine servicing procedures on polymer process plant and equipment

· Pick polymer stock and make up orders

· Plan polymer processing activities
RELEVANT JOB ROLES

Performance assessment is made in relation to the job roles undertaken by the candidate working for the qualification.  The assessment criteria for this qualification are related specifically to the following job roles/ work activities:

· Production Leader

· Material preparation

· Material/product handling

· Start-up and shut-down a processing machine - Separate for different processes

· Monitor and finish production

· Finish and inspect products

· Recycle waste products Mount moulds/die to procedures

· Sampling and testing / Quality Control

· Warehouse/ mixing materials

· Warehousing/ making up orders

· Engineering support

· Operator maintenance

PROCESSES COVERED
This qualification is specific for the following polymer production processes:
· Blown Film

· Blow Moulding

· Compression Moulding

· Continuous Substrate Coating

· Decoration (3 alternative methods)

· Expanded polystyrene Moulding

· Extrusion

· fabrication

· FRP (GRP)Lamination ( 3 alternative methods)

· Injection Moulding 
· Product Assembly 

· Rotational Moulding

· Rubber Goods Production (3 methods, 4 options)

· Thermoforming

· Vulcanising
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Participants must be working in a production or support capacity within the plastics and polymer industry or have an appropriate work placement.

BOOKS OR MATERIALS: Relevant Performance Assessment Record books are provided   

COURSE ASSESSMENT
Assessment of evidence in the workplace by observation, assessment of knowledge and witness testimony.
QUALIFICATIONS GAINED
PAA\VQ-SET Polymer Processing and Related Operations NVQ – Level 2.
PROGRESSION

Successful participants can progress to the equivalent qualification on other equipment or processes or progress to a higher level NVQ or relevant Diploma course

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Pilot IMS Ltd. pursues a positive equal opportunities policy towards all learners.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Course fee, timetable and to enrol contact Pilot.
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